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The kingdom of Barataria has, for nearly thirty years, been terrorised by a 
fearsome dragon, which every year must be appeased by the sacrifice of a 
beautiful maiden. The king is powerless to act because he is, in fact, merely the 
puppet of the unscrupulous three wise men, who had overthrown the previous 
king in an insurrection and exiled him and his family. The old king was reputed 
to have died, but the former queen and her son have totally disappeared. 

All is not entirely hopeless, however, because the present king has a beautiful 
and wise daughter, the Princess Z.ara, who sees through the machinations of the 

wise men. She suggests that one of them is sent to fight the dragon. Instead, they 
choose a bumbling police sergeant as their champion. If he succeeds his reward 

will be the princesses' hand in marriage, and the three wise men can take control 
of her through him; if he fails, as so many have in the past, then the princess 

herself is to be offered as a once-and-for-all final sacrilice to the dragon, sur­
passing all others in her beauty and wisdom. 

The princess is not at all impressed with the choice of a champion. She has had 

a dream about a strange and chivalrous knight who will save her, and the 
sergeant is manifestly not he. Nevertheless the sergeant is kitted out in armour 
and sent off to do battle. Meanwhile a strange knight appears, singing of the 
insignia of Lhe cross of red he is sworn to serve. Zara immediately recognises 
SL George (for it is he) as the knight of her dreams and they swear undying love 
for each olher. 

The sergeant predictably fails to return, and Z.ara is prepared for sacrifice, while 

George promises to rescue her. 

What will happen in the final scene outside the dragon's cave? 

Will George arrive in time to save the princess? 
And what really happened to the sergeant? 

And what has the mysterious fortune teller, Buttercup, to do with the story? 

All will be revealed! 
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Imperial Male Voice Choir 

As a break from singing the Peers' Chorus during Imperial 
College's 1978 production of Iolanthe in Budleigh Salterton, 
nine men from the cast amused themselves by exploring the re­
petoire of Victorian male voice part songs. Renderings of In a 
Monastery Garden, and Goodnight, Goodnight Beloved 
during the traditional mid-tour concert in St. Peter's church 
proved so enjoyable that ''The Imperial Male Voice Choir" was 
formed and kindred spirits recruited. 

Since that time the choir has grown to a strength of about 30 
members and under our conductor, Deborah Johnson, still 
remembered in Salterton for her contralto roles in Gilbert and 
Sullivan, we have gained first prizes at festivals in Croydon, 
Lewisham, Bromley, Richmond, Bath and Cheltenham. At the 
recent Elgar Festival in Worcester, a panel of distinguished 
adjudicators under Sir Charles Groves voted us "most promising 
choir of the festival". 

To commemorate ten years of singing together we have re­
corded 16 of our favourite part songs. Cassettes, costing £5.00 
are available from front of house staff, or by sending a cheque 
to A. Nicholls to 118, Oglander Road, London SE15 408. 
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