Film Archivist report for HHS Committee 12 Feb 2025

Something to report at long last.

At the last meeting in Church House, Sarah Jeans passed to Deborah Burstow two reels of 8mm film taken of Hitchin in the mid 1960s. Deborah has passed them to me for procesing.

The first film is labelled Hitchin 1964-1965. It’s 22:11 long
and the captions read:

Produced for the Hitchin Society
by Leslie Daniel, Pamela Jeans, Edwin Pettitt, John Samson
Commentary written by Reg Cannon & George Evans
Narrator Wendy Whitmore 

The second film is labelled Hitchin Old & New 1966. It’s 26:01 long
and the captions read:

Produced for the Hitchin Society 
by Leslie Daniel, Pamela Jeans. 1966
Commentary written by George Evans
Narrator Richard Whitmore 

I have been able to transfer them to video files. I have corrected the frame rate and stabilised the video. The films can be viewed here:

http://www.samhallas.co.uk/oddments/stuff/HHS/HItchin%201964-66/

I have added a music track just to make viewing more pleasant.

I have contacted Sarah Jeans in the hope that either a script or recording of the commentaries can be found. She says she, or her brother. will look next time they go to clear her late mother's house. If anybody in HHS might know where the commentaries can be found I'd like to know. 
I need to study the films to document the different scenes shown so that an alternative commentary could be prepared if necessary.
Sam Hallas
